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Congratulations on your purchase of the YAMAHA IMAGE

Series (MSG Series for UK) electric guitar, an instrument

blending over one hundred years of traditional craftsman
ship, the latest in sophisticated design and production
techniques, and YAMAHA's widely lauded quality control
standards. With reasonable care, your YAMAHA IMAGE
Series (MSG Series for UK) guitar will age gracefully and

provide many years of superlative musical service.
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Note - -
YAMAHA IMAGE Series electric quitars are marketed in
the United Kingdom under the name "MSG Series.”
Outside UK | For UK
IMAGE CUSTOM | MSG CUSTOM
IMAGE DELUXE MSG DE LUXE
IMAGE STANDARD | MSG STANDARD

Model names for the UK and other countries corre-
spond as shown in the above table.
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/IMAGE CUSTOM (MSG CUSTOM) /

Locking Tuning Machine
(Magnum Lock) =

YAMAHA H.LP.S.
\

\

y

Master Volume

3-P P.U. Selector SW

i ~——Master Tone
’ Mid-boost Control
(Use only Active Mode)

LED-Indicator
(Lights at Active Mode)

Front P.U. coil split SW

Rear P.U.
coil split SW

Fingerboard LED
Indicator SW

FEATURES
MODEL IMAGE CUSTOM (MSG CUSTOM)
BODY Curly Maple / Mahogany
Wood Mahogany
NECK | Scale 25" (635mm)
Type Set-in-Body
Wood Bound Ebony
Inlay Dot (12F Special Inlay) with LED Indicator
# of Frets 22 (Jumbo Type)
Width of Finger-
FINGER | board
BOARD 0 Fret 1-11/16" (43mm)
Final Fret 2-1/4" (57mm)
mu%“wuoma R350(mm)
Fret Dimensions
Width 2/17" (2.9mm)
Height 1/20" (1.3mm)
Quantity 1
Type (Hybrid _:au_‘MM%mecu System )
PR Wire Gauge AWG #43 (0.056mm)
# of Turns 6000T x2
D.C. Resistance —
BRIDGE Vintage-Pro

Tuning Machine

Locking Tuning Machine




/IMAGE DELUXE (MSG DELUXE)/

Master Volume

Master Tone

©

3 (with coil split SW)

3-P P.U. Selector SW

/IMAGE STANDARD (MSG STANDARD) /

Master Volume

Master Tone
(with coil split SW)
3-P P.U. Selector SW

2 s s e cxcn oo

FEATURES
MODEL IMAGE DELUXE | IMAGE STANDARD
(MSG DELUXE) (MSG STANDARD)
BODY Curly Maple / Mahogany
Wood Mahogany
NECK | Scale 25" (635mm)
Type Set-in-Body
| Wood Bound Ebony Bound Rosewood
| Inlay Dot
m # of Frets 22 (Jumbo Type) 22 F
| Width of Finger-
| FINGER | board
- BOARD 0 Fret 1-11/16" (43mm)
"_ | Final Fret 2-1/4" (57mm)
i M_Maum”wuona R350(mm)
| Fret Dimensions
Width 217" (2.9mm) 2/19" (2.7mm)
Height 1/20" (1.3mm) 1/25" (1.0mm)
Quantity 2 2
i oy | Na
PR Wire Gauge 0.06mm 0.06mm
# of Turns 5500T x2 5500T x2
D.C. Resistance 9.1kQ 0.1kQ
) BRIDGE RM-Pro Tune-O-Matic
NUT Adjustable Lock Nut|  Urea




We recommend an extra light string set (0.009 -— TUNIN( \E TE |
0.042) for the IMAGE serics 'TUNING MACHINE TENSION ADJUSTMENT]

The tuning machines have spring-loaded mechanisms which

String Extra Light automatically take up wear, preventing backlash. However, it
J 1 0.009" Is possible to adjust the amount of pressure required to turn
_ . : - the machines. Each machine has a tension adjustment screw,
b - i as illustrated.
3 0.016"
| “ | 0.024"
5 0.032"
ﬁ 6 ~ 0.042"

Naturally, individual preferences may vary, and different _
string gauges can be used, and even mixed to match the \
players taste and purpose. |

Tighten

TOOLS REQUIRED FOR ADJUSTMENT]
MAINTENANCE |
Capo (not included) ., . :
Automotive mm feeler gauge (not included) Clockwise screw rotation tightens the machine. The tuning
15 cm 2.:@ nm_mc_,ﬁma in1-10 mm (not included) machines should be adjusted to the extent that they are firm,
Screwdrivers (included) but can turn smoothly. This adjustment is normally unneces-

Hexagon . i i i
gonal truss rod wrench (included) sary, and excessive tightening can lead to premature tuning

machine wear.

Note: Automotive feeler gauge and 15 cm rule can
be found at hardware and automotive stores.




TRUSS ROD ADJUSTMENT |

The curvature of the neck should be slightly concave. The
practice of sighting down the neck to see whether there is a
bow or bend is unreliable, and even experienced guitar
technicians can be misled by optical illusions. A better
method to check for proper curvature is as follows:

1)

To check the extent of warp, press a string down simulta-
neously at the first fret and at the 16th fret, The extent of
warp is the space between that string and the top of the
fret lying half way between the two fretted points. (To
free on hand for this method, you might use a capo at the
first fret.)

2) There should be approximately 0.002’’ to 0.008" (0.05 to

0.20 mm) space between the bottom of the string and the
top of the fret. This can be checked by slipping an auto-
motive feeler gauge under the string.

If the spacing indicates that the curvature is not correct,
remove the truss rod cover with the screwdriver end of
the tool provided with the guitar. Then adjust the truss

rod nut with the hexagonal wrench. Clockwise rotation
of the nut tightens the rod and corrects for too much
concave bow. Counterclockwise rotation of the nut
loosens the rod and corrects for too much convex bend.
Make any adjustments gradually. Allow five to ten min-
utes for setting, and check the curvature after each 1/2

turn of the truss rod nut.

if too much
concave bow

if too much
convex bend

4 A
i g oo e A=
concave
n ?
convex
\ J

Note: UNLESS

YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE S:._.I_

TRUSS RODS, WE SUGGEST THAT YOU EN-
TRUST THIS ADJUSTMENT TO YOUR DEAL-

ER. _

8
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IPICKUP HEIGHT

Pickup Height:

Pickup height from polepiece to string should be set to 2.5 *
1T mm.

Pickup Adjustment (IMAGE DELUXE, IMAGE STANDARD)
Proper pickup adjustment ensures maximum output level and

uniform response on all strings. To make adjustments, follow
the directions below:

leveling

Sl
leveling
screw

1) The overall height of the entire pickup can be raised or
lowered by turning the leveling screws appropriately with
a Phillips type screwdriver. Normally, even output and

response will require the pickup to lay equidistant beneath
each string.

2) On humbucking pickups it is also possible to ‘“fine tune”’

the individual polepieces to insure uniform electrical
output from all strings. This will be especially true if
normal conditions, as outlined above, do not hold, due
for example to player preferences. In this case, it would
be wise to make the adjustments while listening to the
guitar through an amplifier.

Play each string in succession, and listen to the volume,
using your screwdriver to adjust the polepieces. The
volume should be about the same for each string. If a
string is relatively too loud, lower its polepiece. If it’s not
loud enough, raise its polepiece.

Note: If a string pressed at the 22nd fret buzzes i
against a polepiece, lower the entire assembly
using the pickup mounting screws. The con-
tinue with the adjustment.

4) Repeat the same procedure for each pickup.

Pickup Adjustments (IMAGE CUSTOM)

The IMAGE CUSTOM is Equipped with the full-covered

pickups (H.I.P.S.), by Original YAMAHA Design.
The overall height of the entire pickup can be raised or lower-

ed by turning the leveling screws appropriately with a Phillips
type screwdriver,

10



HOW TO ADJUST THE HEIGHT OF _ [HOW TO CHANGE THE STRINGS]
THE ADJUSTABLE LOCK NUTS

1) Insert the string into the appropriate tailpiece, or bridge

The IMAGE DELUXE is equipped with the Adjustable Lock making certain that the ball end of each string is tightly
Nuts, by Original YAMAHA Design. The height of the Nuts seated.
can be altered as required. 2) Use the over-locking technique and secure the strings as
f illustrated.
1) Remove 3 pcs. of Allen screws fixing the Lock Pads.
(illustration — (1) )
2) Loosen 4 pcs. of screws fixing the Nut Base.
(illustration — (21 )

3) Adjust the height by the Height Adjustment Screw. The
Nut Base gets higher by clockwise rotation, and lower by
counterclockwise rotation. (illustration — 3 )

Remember to leave enough slack so that the string can wrap
three times around the capstan before proper tuning tension
is achieved. If you can lift the string 3 or 4 inches (8 or 9 cm)
from the fingerboard at the middle of the neck when the
string is first threaded in the capstan, there should be ade-
quate slack to allow the string to be properly tightened. T his
technique reducesstring breakage by creating a smooth radius
at the point where the string leaves the capstan.

Note: As the height has been adjusted in the best
condition in the factory, please avoid the |
adjustment unless you have tolerable experi-
ence. We suggest that you entrust this adjust-
ment to your dealer.

11 12



HOW TO USE THE TUNING LOCK
(IMAGE CUSTOM)

Note:

For more stable
tuning, apply
lubricant to the
nut.

Strings 4, 5 and 6
* Insert the string through the hole in the post and,
while gently pulling on the string to keep it taught,
turn the knob counterclackwise,
The string locks automatically. At this point the shaft
begins to turn, and you can tune the string.

Note: The string lock works automatically. In order
to tune the string more quickly and lock it
more firmly, insert a coin or similar instrument
into the notch in the post and after the shaft
begins to turn, rotate clockwise. Be careful not
to wind the string too tight, as it might break.

L o
* Turn the knob clockwise to loosen the string when

you wish to change it. The string lock releases auto-
matically and, so the string can be removed easily.

Note: .:n the string lock fails to release automatically,
insert a coin or similar instrument into the

| notch in the post and turn counterclockwise. _

Strings 1, 2 and 3
* The procedure is identical to that described above,

except that knobs and posts are turned in the opposite
direction, 12

YAMAHA ORIGINAL DESIGN
VIBRATO SYSTEM
Vintage-Pro

The YAMAHA Vibrato System Vintage-Pro is equipped on
IMAGE CUSTOM.
Following is the procedures for adjusting the vibrato system:

than harmonic

. = @ r
S @ x\ E
G e
When Lower than

harmonic

Loosen
E
Tighten
S5 S0
o ..,.,w., T @@\ When Higher

Tension Adjustment in Vibrato Arm
Adjust the tension rotating the Arm Screw,
(illustration — E)

Putting On/Off the Vibrato Arm
When you put on/off the Vibrato Arm, please be sure to
loosen the Arm Screw first, and then push/pull the Arm
infout,

14



Intonation Adjustment

When the string gauge and/or bridge height is changed, or
the truss rod is adjusted, it is usually necessary to reinto-
nate the bridge saddles. If the guitar plays out of tune in
the higher registers, this adjustment is needed. Check each
string in the following way:

To check intonation, compare the harmonic tone (12th
fret) to the fretted tone (12th fret). Because the 12th fret
is the midway point between the nut and the bridge, a
harmonic tone one octave higher than the fretted tone
can be generated. This is done by barely touching the
string directly above the 12th fret (left hand) and simul-
taneously plucking the same string (right hand). If the
fretted tone is exactly the same pitch as the harmonic
tone, no adjustments to the bridge saddles are necessary,
However, if the fretted tone is higher in pitch (sharp) or
lower in pitch (flat) than the harmonic tone, apply the
appropriate adjustment as shown on P.14. Repeat the
same procedure for each string.

If the fretted note is pitched higher than the harmonic,
turn the corresponding saddle adjustment screw clock-
wise, increasing the active string length. Conversely, if the
fretted note is pitched lower than the harmonic, turn the
corresponding saddle adjustment screw counterclockwise,
reducing the active string length. (illustration — F)

For best results, we recommend a tuning scope to com-
pare harmonic tones to fretted tones. |f a tuning scope is
not available, we recommend that you refer this adjust-
ment to a qualified guitar technician.

15

Pitch Rise Adjustment System

1)

Adjustment of Arming Up Range

The Arming Up Range can be adjusted by rotating the

Adjustment Knob. (illustration — G)

® Rotate the Adjustment Knob clockwise, when more
Arming Up Range is required.

® Rotate the Adjustment Knob counterclockwise, when
less Arming Up Range is required.

One-Way Back Stop

When you don’t use the Arming Up Function, the
Pitch Rise Adjustment System serves to prevent the
whole tuning to be out of tune in case a string has been
broken.

When you have finished the normal tuning, set the
Tremolo Unit Stopper to be just in touch with the
body, by rotating the Adjustment Knob (As shown
below). By this adjustment, the tuning stays stable even
when a string happens to be broken.

ALILAARAS
“ | *;
_

P i ™

i ! I 1

__ =— |
il f
L - ]

Adjustment Knob

[

16



YAMAHA ORIGINAL DESIGN
VIBRATO SYSTEM
RM-Pro

The YAMAHA Vibrato System permits superior pitch
stability during the most radical use of the vibrato arm. Even
though the strings are locked at the nut and bridge saddle, d.
string replacement is quick and simple due to YAMAHA's
unique design. The strings are top-loaded from the rear of the
bridge and it is not necessary to cut off the ball end as on
other vibrato systems. This original design vibrato system
RM-Pro is equipped on IMAGE DELUXE. €.

Following is the procedures for changing strings and adjusting E
the vibrato system:

a. Loosen the three Allen screws on the lock above the
nut. (illustration — A)

b. Loosen the individual string locks on each saddle using
the Allen wrench. (illustration — B)

Tighten

17

Replace the old strings with new strings and tune the
guitar a little lower than the correct pitch. (See the
section “HOW TO CHANGE THE STRINGS” on P.
12.) Note that locking the string increases the string
tension. Unless tuned a little lower here, the pitch
exceeds the adjustable range by the fine tuning thumb

screw., .
Using the supplied Allen wrench, lock each string at

the saddle. (lllustration—B)

(Before locking the strings, make sure that the fine
tuning thumb screws are in the middle of their range
of travel.) (illustration—C)

Tune the guitar to the correct pitch. (illustration—C)

Remove the back plate to gain access to the vibrato
strings. Two springs are factory installed and we
recommend that these springs be adjusted so that the
vibrato bridge plate is parallel to the top of the guitar
when it is tuned to correct pitch.

Lock thestrings above the nut using the supplied Allen

wrench. (This will cause the strings to ge slightly
sharp in pitch.) (illustration — A)

Use the fine tuners at the rear of the bridge to bring
the strings back down to the correct pitch. (illustra-
tion — C)

18



Intonation Adjustment in Vibrato Bridge
a. Loosen the hex screw located in front of each saddle
using the supplied Allen wrench. (illustration — D)
b. Use the Allen wrench to adjust the individual string
lengths. These screws are located directly below the
string mounting holes. (illustration — F)

n.E:m:%mm:ﬁo:mmo:mmno:mﬁ.nm:g:%m:mxmnqmi ;
in front of each saddle to insure that its position stays v
stationary. (illustration — D)

Tighten

When Higher
than harmonic

Tension Adjustment in Vibrato Arm ____
Adjust the tension rotating the Arm Screw. ;

(illustration — E)

Putting On/Off the Vibrato Arm
When you put on/off the Vibrato Arm, please be sure to

loosen the Arm Screw first, and then push/pull the Arm
infout.

19

Pitch Rise Adjustment System
1) Adjustment of Arming Up Range

The Arming Up Range can be adjusted by rotating the

Adjustment Knob. (illustration — G)°

® Rotate the Adjustment Knob clockwise, when more
Arming Up Range is required.

® Rotate the Adjustment Knob counterclockwise, when
less Arming Up Range is required.

2) One-Way Back Stop
When you don’t use the Arming Up Function, the
Pitch Rise Adjustment System serves to prevent the
whole tuning to be out of tune in case a string has been
broken.

When you have finished the normal tuning, set the
Tremolo Unit Stopper to be just in touch with the
body, by rotating the Adjustment Knob (As shown
below). By this adjustment, the tuning stays stable even
when a string happens to be broken.

Adjustment Knob

Wl




HOW TO CHANGE THE BATTERIES |

(IMAGE CUSTOM)

IMAGE CUSTOM is equipped with two batteries. One is for
the Pre-Amp, another is for the LED indicator (fingerboard).
Each battery is separated.

If, for example, the LED indicator becomes dim or the sound
Is distorted, at low or high level, the batteries need to be re-
placed.

Following is the procedures for changing the batteries.

1) Turn over the body, and remove the cover by using a
screwdriver.

2) Take the old batteries out,
3) Insert the new batteries (S-006P), and attach the cover.
Be careful not to re-install the battery cover upside-

down. Also, do not forget to re-insert the cushion which
IS wrapped around the batteries.

When you don’t play the guitar for a long period of
time, remove the battery to avoid leakage, etc.

Battery
(S-006P dry cell)

For Pre-Amp. For LED Indicator

(Fingerboard)
21

ICARE AND MAINTENANCE

With proper treatment, high quality instruments typically
retain value well, and often appreciate with age. They also
play, look, and sound better. To get the most out of your

YAMAHA IMAGE Series (MSG Series) be sure to heed the
following instructions.

*  After playing, wipe the entire guitar down, including
strings, with a good polishing cloth. This will remove
corrosive skin oils and acids, and protect the plating,
finish, and strings.

*  Avoid exposing the guitar to direct sunlight and ex-
tremes of heat and humidity.

* Loosen tension on the strings when storing the guitar
for long periods.

*  When traveling by airplane, special precautions should

be taken. If in fact, like many musicians, you expect to
do a lot of traveling, it might be prudent to invest in a
specially reinforced travel case.
In any event, when shipping the guitar, be sure to pad
the headstock on both sides. Use a soft cloth or
sponges to secure the headstock from moving within
the case. This will minimize damage to both headstock
and neck if the case should be dropped or violently
jarred,

22



SERVICE

If your guitar should need any parts or service, or if you need

any information, including the address of your nearest YAMAHA

dealer, contact:

YAMAHA MUSIC CORP. YAMAHA MUSIC LATIN AMERICA CORP.
Guitar Service Department 6101 Blue Lagoon Drive
6600 Orangethorpe Avenue Miami Florida 33126 U.S.A.
Buena Park, Calif. 90620 Calif. U.S.A. TEL: 305 264 2581

TEL: 714 522 9433
YAMAHA MUSIC BENELUX B.V.

YAMAHA EUROPA G.M.B.H. Oude Gracht 86
2084 Rellingen, b. Hamburg Siemensstr. 22/34 3511 Av. Utrecht The Netherlands
W. Germany TEL: 030 31 6144
TEL: 04101 30 31
YAMAHA SCANDINAVIA AB
YAMAHA-KEMBLE MUSIC (U.K.) LTD. Filial Denmark Finsensvej 86
Mount Ave., Bletchley, Milton Kenyes, MKI 1JE, 2000 Frederiksberg Denmark
England TEL: 01 873088

TEL: 0908-71771
YAMAHA-HAZEN ELECTRONICA MUSICAL S.A.

YAMAHA MUSIQUE FRANCE S.A. Jorge Juan 30
Rue Ambroise Croizat 28001 Madnd Spain
Parc D'activities De Paris Est TEL: 593 2554
77200 Torcy-Mame La Vallee France
TEL: 6 005 9190 YAMAHA MUSICAL IBERICA S.A.
Jorge Juan 30
YAMAHA CANADA MUSIC LTD. 28001 Madrid Spain
135 Milner Avenue Scarborough TEL: 593 2554
Ontario MIS 3R1 Canada
TEL: 416 298 1311 YAMAHA MUSIC AUSTRALIA PTY., LTD.
17-33 Market Street
YAMAHA DE MEXICO S.A. DE C.V. South Melboume, Vic. 3205 Australia
Apdo. Postal No.28-207 TEL: 699 2388
Mexico 1, D.F., Mexico
TEL: 686 0033
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